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A decade of smart specialisation

2010

• Europe 2020

• COM(2010) 
553 
introducing 
smart 
specialisation

2011

• Establishment 
of the Smart 
Specialisation 
Platform S3P

• First RIS3 
guide

2014

• Ex-ante 
conditionality 
on smart 
specialisation 
in cohesion 

2021

• Enabling 
condition on 
smart 
specialisation



Share of overarching topics addressed by S3 priority areas 

Large take up

• 185 strategies driving over 60bn EUR 

of research and innovation funds

Prioritisation

• Regions selected on average 5,5 priority 

areas; 50% thematic concentration in 

only 3 domains

Participatory governance

• Stakeholder participation in the design 

and implementation of most strategies

Achievements of Smart Specialisation (S3)



Number of participations in the 37 partnerships per territory 

Thematic Platforms and their 

37 interregional smart 

specialisation partnerships 

have created a pan-European 

network of networks

Taking full advantage of EU’s 

territorial diversity (economies 

of scope) would require more 

involvement from less 

advanced territories.

Thematic S3 platforms



Interregional S3 
partnerships and 
the twin transition 

Many topics of the interregional S3 

partnerships are at the core of the 

systems that are key for making the 

twin transition a reality. 

The figure also reflects possible 

collaborations between partnerships 

within each of the systems.



Multi-level governance for a green and digital Europe



S3 and Blue Biotech





Collaboration networks in H2020 projects



Other Blue Economy reports

JRC Science for Policy Reports on S3 and blue economy  

- S3 in the Context of Blue Economy – Analysis of Desalination Sector

- upcoming: S3 in the Context of Blue Economy – Marine Environmental Protection

and Micro-Plastics

The EU Blue Economy Reports 2019 / 2020 / 2021

https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/blue-growth

https://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/blue-growth


• Objective is to encourage the development of European value chains by mobilising

innovation ecosystems to scale up and commercialise interregional innovation projects.

• The instrument provides funding for mature joint innovation projects and supports 

stakeholders involved in smart specialisation to develop and set up such projects in value-

chain investment portfolios.

• Two strands of the programme in 2021 (applications open until 1 February 2022):

• Financial and advisory support for investments in interregional innovation projects;

• Financial and advisory support to the development of value chains in less developed 

regions.

Interregional Innovation Investments (I3)
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