
Interregional Cooperation for 
Blue Growth Conference 

15 December 2021

Andreea Strachinescu, DG MARE, European Commission



The European Green Deal
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The European 
Green Deal 

Designing a set of 
deeply 
transformative 
policies

Horizon Europe R&I 
cuts across all
policies



Decarbonisation

-Explore full potential of 
offshore renewable 
energy

-Transition to zero 
emission vessels 

- Transform ports into 
hubs for sustainable 
development 

Etcé

Biodiversity and coastal resilience

-Protect and restore 
coastal and marine 
ecosystems

-Invest in nature- based 
solutions

-Value natural capital 
by promoting 
sustainable tourism

Etcé

Responsible food systems

- Meet the CFP 
sustainability standards 

-Implement the 
strategic aquaculture 
guidelines

-Invest in macro and 
micro algae

Etcé

Circularity

- Get rid of macro-
plastics 

- Invest in circular 
design of fishing gears

- Develop recycling 
facilities for ships, 
recreational boats, 
offshore platforms and 
wind farms, etcé

New approach to a sustainable Blue Economy: 
Transforming blue economy value chains

Support innovation and investment, ocean science and knowledge ðHorizon Europe



Ocean 

kowledge
Research & 

innovation

Blue skills

Investment

Maritime 

security

Setting the right conditions
- Ocean observation initiative

- Expanded Corpernicus marine 

service

- Blue observatory on economic

data

- European partnership for a 

climate-neutral, sustainable and 

productive blue economy

- Candidate mission « Healthy

oceans, seas, coastal and inland

waters »

- Smart specialisation

- Taxonomy / Sustainable Blue 

Economy Finance Initiative

- BlueInvest Platform and equity

fund; EIB /EIF

- ESIF (incl. EMFAF) and RRF

- Skills partnerships

- Dedicated calls for proposal

on blue careers and women

in blue economy

- Working conditions 

(ILO/IMO)

- EU maritime security

stategy

- Coastguard cooperation

- CISE operational phase



MOBILISING RESEARCH & FOSTERING INNOVATION

ÁAt least 35% of Horizon Europe funding for climate solutions

ÁHorizon 2020 Green Deal Call of ú1 billion

ÁFour óGreen Deal missionsô (climate adaptation, oceans, cities and soil)

ÁSeveral European Partnerships with industry and Member States 

ÁEuropean Institute of Innovation and Technology support to young 

researchers and innovators

ÁEuropean Innovation Council focused on radically new, breakthrough 

products, services and processes

ÁData and digital infrastructure in support of the ecological transition
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Horizon Europe: structure

Widening Participation and Strengthening the European Research Area

Reforming and Enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation and spreading excellence

Pillar 1
Excellent Science

European Research Council

Marie Skğodowska-Curie Actions

Research Infrastructures

Pillar 3
Innovative Europe

European Innovation Council

European innovation 

ecosystems

European Institute of Innovation 

and Technology

Pillar 2
Global Challenges and 

European Industrial 

Competitiveness

ÅHealth

ÅCulture, Creativity and Inclusive 

Society 

Å Civil Security for Society

Å Digital, Industry and Space

ÅClimate, Energy and Mobility

Å Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 

Resources, Agriculture and 

Environment

Joint Research Centre
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5 Missions
1) Adaptation to climate change
2) Mission cancer
3) Restore our Oceanand waters

4) 100 climate-neutral and smart 
cities

5) A soil deal for Europe



Man-made changes are putting our ocean and waters at a serious risk!

ÅPollution

ÅBiodiversity loss

ÅExtreme weather events such as floods, droughts and heatwaves

Mission challenges



ÅClimate neutrality: the ocean and waters are major carbon sinks and are 

essential for adaptation to climate change 

ÅBiodiversity: the ocean and waters are home to a rich diversity of species

ÅEconomic prosperity: the ocean is estimated to generate ú2.5 trillion of goods 

and services per year by 2030 

Mission opportunities
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Mission objective and targets

Restore our ocean and waters by 2030
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Mission lighthouses
Danube river basin

Mediterranean sea basin

Atlantic & Arctic basin

North and Baltic sea basin


